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The Epilogue to IRENE.
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it came to the conclusion, when Mrs. Pritchard1, the heroine of the piece, was to be strangled upon the stage, and was to speak two lines with the bow-string round her neck. The audience cried out "Murder! Murder2!" She several times attempted to speak ; but in vain. At last she was obliged to go off the stage alive.' This passage was afterwards struck out, and she was carried off to be put to death behind the scenes, as the play now has it3. The Epilogue, as Johnson informed me, was written by Sir William Yonge4. I know not how his play came to be thus graced by the- pen of a person then so eminent in the political world.
Notwithstanding all the support of such performers as Garrick, Barry, Mrs. Gibber, Mrs. Pritchard, and every advantage of dress and decoration, the tragedy of Irene did not please the publick5. Mr. Garrick's zeal carried it through for nine
He scorns the meek address, the suppliant strain,
With merit needless, and without it vain ;
In Reason, Nature, Truth, he dares to trust ;
Ye fops be silent, and ye wits be just!1                 BOSVVRLL.
1 Johnson said of Mrs. Pritchard's playing in general that 'it was quite mechanical;' post, April 7, 1775, See also fast under Sept. 30, 1783. • * 'The strangling of Irene in the view of the audience was suggested by Mr. Garrick.1 Davies's Garrick, i. 128. Dryden in his Essay of Dra-matickPoesie (edit. 1701, i. 13), says: —'I have observed that in all our tragedies the audience cannot forbear laughing when the actors are to die; 'tis the most comick part of the whole play,' ' Suppose your piece admitted, acted; one single ill-natured jest from the pit is sufficient to cancel all your labours.' Goldsmith's Present State of Polite Learning^ chap. x.
3 In her last speech two of the seven lines are very bad :— 'Guilt and despair, pale spectres I grin around me,
And stun me with the yallings of damnation !'      Act v. sc. 9.
4  Murphy  referring  to   Boswell's statement says ;—' The Epilogue, we are  told in a late publication, was written by Sir William Young.   This is a new discovery, but by no means probable.    When the appendages to a   Dramatic   Performance   are   not assigned to a friend, or an unknown hand, or a person of fashion, they are always supposed to be written by the author of the Play.'   Murphy's JoJm-son, p. 154.   He overlooks altogether the statement in the Gent. Mag. (xix. 85) that the Epilogue is 'by another hand.'   Mr. Croker points out that the words ' as Johnson informed me' first appear in the  second edition. The wonder is that Johnson accepted this Epilogue, which is a little coarse and a little  profane.     Yonge was Secretary at War in Walpole's ministry. Walpole said of him 'that nothing but Yonge's   character  could keep down his parts, and nothing but his parts support his character.'  Horace Walpole's Letters, i. 98, note.
5  I know not what Sir John Hawkins means by the cold reception of Irene.   (See note, p. 192.)    I was at
nights,met was, in fact, played by        No snares to captivate the judge-Mr.  Barry, and Demetrius by Mr.               ment spreads,
